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This exhibition of about eighty woodcuts and engravings from the Museum's 
permanent collection highlights the development of printmaking in northern 
Europe during the second fifty years in the history of the medium. 

During the latter half of the the 15th century, after paper had become 
plentiful in Northern Europe, tremendous technical gains were made in the arts 
of woodcutting and engraving. Woodcuts, which had evolved from block prints on 
fabrics, were commonly sold at pilgrimage places as devotional images and 
souvenirs. The bold simplicity of woodcut designs was readily adapted to book 
production, as exemplified by Michel Wolgemut's title page for The Schatz- 
behalter; The Trinity . 1491. and by anonymous woodcuts from the Koberger 
Bible , 1483. 

The refined nature of engraving lent itself to a wider subject matter: 
mythological, moral, and genre scenes that appealed to a more educated eye. 
Master E.S. and Israhel van Meckenem applied their skills as metalsmiths to 
the art of engraving, and their work often has lively, ornamental details that 
recall earlier techniques of incising designs onto metal plates. 

By the late 15 th century, engraving had become a medium worthy of the 
efforts of such leading painters as Martin Schongauer and Albrecht Durer. The 
exhibition includes a fine selection of Durer’ s early woodcuts and engravings, 
among them The Men's Bath . 1496-97. an engraving depicting various types of 
the male figure. The exhibition was organized by Michael Miller, Assistant 
Curator of Prints and Drawings. 
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